STOP PRESS:

A memorable reunion weekend

The Mildenhall Register’s annual reunion weekend is now over.  Members travelled from far and wide to the event, two travelled from Australia, and in all nearly 150 members, relations and friends of the Register visited Royal Air Force Mildenhall over the weekend, where we were entertained royally by the United States Air Force.

The weekend started with the dispersal of people into local hostelries, most staying at the war time favourite of RAF personnel, the Bird in Hand at Beck Row, right outside one of the gates.  A relatively early Friday morning start was required, for the Register’s members had been invited to the 75th Anniversary celebration of the opening of RAF Mildenhall as an airfield, way back in 1934.  King George V opened the base and less than a year after it opened it was the location of the first full scale review of the RAF.  During the day we were treated as VIP guests and viewed static displays such the USAFE Band performance, Military Working Dog and Fire Department demonstrations, aerial demonstrations involving a Spitfire and a Mustang as well as an air power demonstration involving the assets of USAFE.  The event ended with an enactment of the October 1934 England to Australia air race, which took place to mark the formal opening of the station.

In the evening, after a buffet dinner, members gathered for the AGM before celebrating the Base Commander’s promotion to General in the bar of Middleton Hall. The AGM meeting minutes will be available on the web site shortly.

The next day saw 40 plus members make a visit to the Lincolnshire Aviation heritage Centre at East Kirkby. The centre was conceived as a memorial to Pilot Officer Christopher Panton and all the 55,000 plus aircrew of Bomber Command who lost their lives in WW11.  The main attraction of the Centre is one of only three Lancasters remaining that can taxy under their own power.  Veteran members of the Register were able to sit in the cockpit and bring back memories of yesteryear.  Other attractions included artefacts from crashed aircraft sites, boards showing potted histories of Lincolnshire’s bomber squadrons, a NAFFI, the station Chapel, the Control Tower and the Escape Museum.  The visited concluded with an airfield tour in a Queen Mary trailer hosted by the loveable, erratic and knowledgeable Barbara. All agreed that the trip was very worthwhile and want something similar next year!

In the evening we all assembled in the Galaxy Club for the Reunion Dinner, where the guests of honour included the 100th Air Refuelling Wing Commander and Group Captain Peter Norford of the RAAF.  
Finally we assembled in the base Chapel on the Sunday morning for a truly memorable and moving remembrance service followed by refreshments in the Chapel’s hall.

The Register is indeed very grateful to the USAF for entertaining us over the weekend.

A pictorial record of the reunion will be published on this site soon. 

If you have any queries, such as wishing to join next year’s reunion on the 14/15/16 May 2010, then please contact the Secretary.

